
Lowndes County Board of Health Meeting 
                                            MINUTES 
 August 25, 2026, | 12:00 P.M. | South Health District Office   

 
 

    Members Present Members Absent     Others Present 
Frances Brown, Ph.D.        Susan Ring     Mark J. Eanes, MD 

    Brenda Mims        Bill Slaughter     Dr. Dwain Butler 
Anthony Johnson, MD      Allie Pridgen 

    Mayor Scott Matheson 
    Sandra Wilcher 

     Karen Harrison 
    Kim Davis, RN 

      Layne Harrell 
      Daniel Bayman 
   

 
  Call to Order 
  Mayor Scott Matheson the called meeting to order at 12:02 PM. 
 

Introduction 
   No introductions 

 
Public Comments 
No Public Comments 
 

  Approval of Previous Minutes 
  Mayor Matheson asked for a motion to approve minutes from May 26, 2026.  
  Dr. Frances Brown made a motion to approve. Brenda Mims seconded the 
  motion. All were in favor and the motion passed. 
   
 Financial Updates (Allie Pridgen, Director of Finance) 

• Ms. Pridgen gave an overview on Lowndes County Board of Health’s Revenue 
and Expense Summary for July 1, 2025 – June 30, 2026 

Public Health Updates (Mark J. Eanes MD, District Health Director) 
• Dr. Eanes updated the board on the Customer Service Survey. 
• Dr. Eanes highlighted several employees for their years of service with South 

Health District. 
• Dr. Eanes informed the board of key personnel changes that have been made 

within the district. Lisa Thomas, former Clinical Nursing Director, retired with 35 
years of service and Teresa Hritz, former Program Director for Adult 
Health/Ryan White retired after 30 years of service. 

• Dr. Eanes introduced Layne Harrell as the new South Health District’s Clinical 
Nursing Director. 

• Ms. Harrell introduced herself again to the board and gave a brief overview of 
her nursing background and education. 

• Dr. Eanes announced to the board Terri Ball, HOPWA Coordinator, is the 
interim director for the Adult Health/Ryan White Program. 
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• Dr. Eanes and ELT members met with SGMC Health’s Executive staff 
regarding possible future partnering in several programs. 

• Dr. Eanes reminded the importance of the reporting of animal bites to prevent 
any unnecessary treatment. 

• A video was presented to the board regarding The Department of Health Home 
Visiting Program which gave an overview of the program that allows nurses to 
go into homes for women with high-risk pregnancies.  

• Dr. Eanes updated on Cyclosporiasis and Legionnaires. 
• Dr. Eanes stated Department of Health is holding a statewide Measles 

Tabletop Exercise in December. 
• Dr. Eanes announced Environmental Health will be starting with new computer 

software on November 1, 2026. 
 
Health Department Updates (Kim Davis, Nurse Manager) 

• Ms. Davis presented the Lowndes County Health Department Productivity Report 
for April– June 2026. 

• Ms. Davis informed the board on changes in the Hahira Clinic stating it would be 
open for business on Tuesday’s, Thursdays, and Friday’s. 

• Ms. Davis thanked the county for updates that were made in the Lowndes 
County Health Department. 
 

 Building Updates (Mark J. Eanes, MD – Dr. Dwain Butler) 
• Dr. Eanes updated the board on possible locations of a new campus for the 

Health Department. 
• Dr. Eanes updated the board regarding the plans for the dental clinic. 

  
Environmental Health Updates (Kyle Coppage, MPH) 

• Standing in for Kyle Coppage who is out of town attending a conference, Dr. 
Dwain Butler presented Environmental Health Updates and Food Score 
Inspections for April – June 2026. 

• Dr. Butler reiterated the importance in reporting animal bites to prevent any 
unnecessary treatment. 
 

Pool Variance Request – Dr. Dwain Butler (District Deputy Health Director) 
• Dr. Butler informed the board in Georgia there is a statewide pool rule that 

requires all public swimming pools to have a permanent, hardwired, and 
weatherproof emergency phone installed. Due to the monthly cost, Georgia 
Sheriffs Boys Ranch is requesting from Environmental Health along with the 
Board of Health for approval to purchase a cellular 911 emergency substitute 
device, noting there is only a one-time cost. 
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Mayor Matheson asked for motion to approve Georgia Sheriffs Boys Ranch request for 
purchasing a cellular 911 emergency phone. Superintendent Sandra Wilcher approves 
with a stipulation the cellular phone must be activated at all times. Dr. Frances Brown 
seconded the motion. All were in favor and the motion approved. 

 
Announcements 
The next meeting is November 23, 2026 @ 12:00pm 
 
Adjournment 
Mayor Matheson asked for a motion to adjourn. Sandra Wilcher made a motioned to 
adjourn with the stipulation the Georgia Boys Ranch keeps the emergency pool phone 
activated. Dr. Frances Brown seconded the motion. All were in favor and the motion 
approved.  
 
Mayor Matheson adjourned meeting at 12:42pm 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
______________________           
Mayor Scott Matheson, Chairman 
Karen Harrison, Typist 


