
Berrien County Board of Health Meeting 
MINUTES  

August 11, 2026 12:30 P.M. │ Berrien County Health 
Department 

 
 
 
Members Present   Members Absent  Others Present 
William Nash, MD – Chairman Joe Barkman    Dr. Mark Eanes 
Jimmy Parker Vice-Chairman John Clayton Dr. Dwain Butler 
Deree Nix – Secretary Tiffany Cannon   
Dr. Heath Heron        Layne Harrell 
Samantha Warren        Karen Harrison  

         Dawn Bowen  
         Lee Meeks    
          Debbie Tomlinson  
    

          
 
Call to Order 
Dr. Nash called the meeting to order at 12:40 PM. 
 
Public Comments 
No public comments were made. 
 
Approval of Previous Minutes  
Dr. Nash asked for a motion to approve the minutes from May 12, 2026. Jimmy Parker 
made a motion to approve. Dr. Heron seconded the motion.  All were in favor and the 
motion passed. 
 
Financial Updates – Tiffany Cannon (Budget Supervisor) 

• Ms. Cannon reviewed the Revenue and Expense Summary Report for the period 
July 1, 2025 through June 2026. 

 
Public Health Updates – Mark J. Eanes, MD, (District Health Director)  

• Dr. Eanes reviewed the Quarterly Customer Feedback Report for the Berrien 
County Health Department. 

• Dr. Eanes announced former Clinical Nursing Director, Lisa Thomas, retired with 
35 years of service and Teresa Hritz, former Adult Health/Ryan White Program 
Director, also retired with 30 years of service. 

• Dr. Eanes introduced Layne Harrell to the board as the new Clinical Nursing 
Director for South Health District.  

• Ms. Harrell introduced herself again to the board and gave a brief overview of her 
nursing background and education. 

• Dr. Eanes informed the board Terri Ball, HOPWA Coordinator, is the interim 
director for the Adult Health/Ryan White Program. 

• A video was presented to the board of the Department of Health Home Visiting 
Program, which gave an overview this program allows nurses to go into homes 
for women with high-risk pregnancies. 

• Dr. Eanes updated the board on Cyclosporiasis and Legionnaires. 
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• Dr. Eanes announced that Environmental Health will start on new computer 

software beginning November 1, 2026. 
• Dr. Eanes noted a problem with the timely reporting’s of animal bites and 

stressed how important it is stating the bites needed to be reported ASAP to 
prevent any unnecessary treatment. 

 
Health Department Updates – Dawn Bowen, RN (County Nurse Manager) 

• Mrs. Bowen reviewed the Berrien County Health Department Productivity Report. 
• Mrs. Bowen stated the health department continues to participate in outreach 

programs and activities within the community.   
 

Environmental Health Updates – Lee Meeks (Environmental Specialist) 
• Mr. Meeks reviewed the Environmental Health Update and Food Inspections 

Report for April – June 2026. 
• Mr. Meeks informed the board the Sheriff’s Department is now overseeing 

reports of animal bites.   
• Mr. Meeks added Environmental Health’s new computer software will streamline 

the process of applications and payments. 
 

Announcements 
The next meeting will be November 10, 2026 at 12:30 PM 
 
Adjournment 
There being no further business, a motion was made by Jimmy Parker, seconded by 
Deree Nix.  All were in favor and the motion passed.  The meeting was adjourned at 
1:25 PM. 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
____________________________ 
Deree Nix, Secretary 
Debbie Tomlinson, Typist 
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