
Ben Hill County Board of Health Meeting 
MINUTES 

August 19, 2026 | 12:00 P.M. | Ben Hill County Health Department 
 

 
 

Members Present Members Absent Others Present 
Daniel Cowan, Chairman 

Mayor Jason Holt, 
Vice-Chairman                         

Thelma Graham, 
 Secretary 

Shane Miller 
Katie Petrie 
Tolisa Smith 

                     

Susan Smith 
 

Dr. Mark J. Eanes 
Dwain Butler 

Tiffany Cannon 
Karen Harrison 
Kristin Patten 
Layne Harrell 

Amanda Landon 
Alex Collins 
Julie Parker 

Katelynn Carelock 
Sandra Sheppard, TJP 

          Nikki Payne, TJP 
    

   
    Call to Order 

Mr. Daniel Cowan called the meeting to order at 12:02 PM. 
 
Introductions/Oath – Shane Miller, Superintendent 
 
No Public Comments 

 
Approval Previous Minute 

    Mr. Cowan asked for a motion to approve minutes from May 20, 2026. Mayor Holt 
    made a motion to approve. Ms. Graham seconded the motion. All were in favor and 
    the motion passed.         

 
 Financial Updates – Tiffany Cannon, (Accounting Supervisor) 

• Ms. Cannon reviewed the Ben Hill County Board of Health Revenue and 
Expense Summary, July 1, 2025 – June 30, 2026. 

• Mayor Holt questioned if any of the savings are earning interest. Mrs. Cannon 
stated yes. 

 
    Public Health Updates – Mark J. Eanes, MD (District Health Director) 

• Dr. Eanes welcomed Shane Miller. 
• Dr. Eanes informed the board of a few changes that have been made within 

the district. Lisa Thomas, former Clinical Nursing Director, retired with 35+ 
years of service.  

• Layne Harrell was introduced as South Health District’s new Clinical Nursing 
Director. 

• Dr. Eanes also stated Teresa Hritz, former Program Director for Adult 
Health/Ryan White has retired after 30+ years of service. 
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• Dr. Eanes noted Terri Ball, HOPWA Program Manager, is stepping in as the 
interim Adult Health Program Manager. 

• Dr. Eanes introduced Amanda Landon, RN, as Ben Hill County Health 
Department’s new County Nurse Manager. 

• Dr. Eanes updated the board on Cyclosporiasis and Legionaries. 
• Dr. Eanes informed the board of a new case of measles in Atlanta. 
• Dr. Eanes presented a video of Department of Health Perinatal Home Visiting 

Program stating it has expanded and now covers all 10 counties in the district. 
• Dr. Eanes stated Environmental Health is transitioning to a new computer 

program in November which will be more beneficial to the client. 
 

 Clinical Nursing Director – Layne Harrell RN, MSN 
• Ms. Harrell discussed her 8 years at the Ben Hill County Health Department 

and how she enjoyed serving our community.  
• Ms. Harrell introduced Ms. Amanda Landon as the new County Nurse 

Manager for Ben Hill County Health Department. 
 

  Health Department Updates – Amanda Landon, RN 
• Ms. Landon reviewed the Ben Hill County Health Department Productivity 

Report for April – June 2026. 
 

  Environmental Health Update – Alex Collins, (Environmental Health County Mgr.) 
• Mr. Collins reviewed the Ben Hill County Environmental Health Update and 

Food Inspections. 
 

   The Jessamine Place – Sandra Sheppard, (Director) 
• Ms. Nikki Payne reviewed The Jessamine Place Budget Analysis and Full 

Budget for Year-to-Date July 2025 – June 2026. 
• Dr. Eanes questioned if everyone is updated on training. 
• Ms. Sandra Sheppard reviewed the Director’s Report and stated The 

Jessamine Place  is 100% compliant with Proxy Care Training. 
 
    Announcements 

• Mr. Cowan informed the board of the resignation letter from Ms. Susan Smith, 
thanking her for her many years of service to the community. 

• Mr. Cowan stated Ms. Smith was the Consumer or Licensed Nurse appointed 
by the city and will need to be filled. 

• Mr. Cowan announced the next meeting is November 18, 2026, at 12:00 pm.  
   
    Adjournment 
     Mr. Cowan adjourned the meeting at 12:28 pm. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
 
__________________________________ 
Thelma Graham, Board Secretary 
Julie Parker, Typist 
 
 
 
 
 

 


