
  

 

Turner County Board of Health Meeting 
            August 5, 2026 | 12:00 PM | Turner County Health Department 
                       For Information Purposes Only 

 
Members Present Members Absent Others Present 

Dana Whiddon, Secretary 
Andrea Pierce, 

 (Mayor Pro Temp) 
Christy Wray 

 

Odis Reese, Chairman 
Dr. Kimberly Massey 

Tracy Edwards 
Robby Royal 

Mark J. Eanes, MD 
Dwain Butler 

Karen Harrison 
Allie Pridgen 

Layne Harrell, RN, MSN 
Linda Pirkle, RN 

  Brooke Pearson 
Gayle McKissack 

 
   

Call to Order 
Upon Mr. Reese’s absence, Ms. Whiddon called the meeting to order at 12:12PM.  
 
Introduction 
Ms. Whiddon introduced Ms. Andrea Pierce, Mayor Pro Temp. 
 
Public Comments 
No public comments 
 
Approval of Previous Minutes 
Due to having no quorum, approval of June 2, 2026, minutes will be tabled until the next Board 
of Health meeting in November. 
 
Financial Updates (Allie Pridgen, Director of Finance)  

• Ms. Pridgen reviewed Turner County’s Revenue and Expense Report for April 1, 2026 
through June 30, 2026. 
 

Public Health Updates (Mark J. Eanes, MD, District Health Director) 
• Dr. Eanes welcomed Ms. Pierce to the board. 
• Dr. Eanes gave a brief update on County Nurse Manager Mary Anne Sturdevan. 
• Dr. Eanes informed the board, Clinical Nursing Director, Lisa Thomas and Infectious 

Disease Coordinator Teresa Hriitz have both retired. 
• Dr. Eanes then introduced Layne Harrell as South Health District’s new Clinical Nursing 

Director. 
• Dr. Eanes updated the board on Cyclosporiasis and Legionnaires. 
• Dr. Eanes announced Environmental Health is going to a new software beginning 

November 1, 2026. 
• Dr. Eanes updated the board of continuing to identify repairs needed on the building, 

stating it had been paused due to his neck surgery. 
• Dr. Eanes presented the board with a video highlighting the Department of Health 

Perinatal Home Visiting Program. 
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Clinical Nursing Director (Layne Harrell, RN, MSN) 
• Ms. Harrell introduced herself as the Clinical Nursing Director for South Health District.  
• Ms. Harrell stated she was the former County Nurse Manager in Ben Hill before 

stepping into her new position which started July 1, 2026.  
 
Elect of Vice Chairman 
Due to having no quorum, approval of Elect of Vice Chairman will be tabled until the next 
Board of Health meeting in November. 
 
Health Department Updates (Linda Pirkle, RN) 

• Ms. Pirkle reviewed Turner County’s Health Department Productivity Report. 
 
Environmental Health Updates (Brooke Pearson, Environmental Health Specialist) 

• Ms. Pearson reviewed the Environmental Health Updates and Food Service Report. 
 
Announcements 
The next meeting is scheduled for November 4, 2026, at 12:00 pm.  

 
Adjournment 
Ms. Whiddon adjourned the meeting at 12:32 pm.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
____________________________ 
 
Dana Whiddon -- Secretary 
Gayle McKissack--Typist 


