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COOK COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH
MINUTES
January 19, 2022

The Cook County Board of Health met by conference call on Tuesday, January 19, 2022.

	Members Present
	Members Absent
	Others Present

	Dr. Tom Fausett, Chairman
	Shelva Keeley, Vice-Chairman
	Dwain Butler

	Debra Robinson, Secretary
	
	Teresa Giles

	Ronald Mitchell
	
	Allie Pridgen

	Mayor Buddy Duke
	
	Rebecca Allgood

	Terry McClain
	
	Danielle Hurst

	Dr. Timothy Dixon
	
	Beth Magsanay



Call to Order
· Dr. Tom Fausett called the meeting to order at 12:01 p.m.

Public Comments
· Dr. Fausett welcomed Colonel (Retired) Ronald Mitchell to the Board.  Mr. Mitchell will serve as Consumer Advocate.

Approval of Minutes October 19, 2021
· Mrs. Robinson made a motion to approve the minutes from the October 19, 2021 as presented.  The motion was seconded by Mr. McClain.  All were in favor and the motion passed. 

Business
Financial Information – Teresa Giles (Attachments)
· Ms. Giles reviewed the Cook County Health Department’s Revenue and Expense Summary for July 1, 2021 – December 31, 2021.
· The health department is currently at 44.24% with spending and the only change to the budget is the transfer of $6,497.03 into the budget to cover COVID-related expenses.
· Ms. Giles informed the Board she would provide a breakdown of the Summary for the next meeting.
· Revenue, expenses and Grant-in-Aid (GIA) are all on track.
· Ms. Giles outlined current staffing of two registered nurses, one licensed practical nurse, two administrative support staff and one environmentalist.  The salary for one registered nurse is covered 75% from Cook and 25% from Family Planning.  The Women, Infants and Children (WIC) Program reimburses the health department for postage since vouchers are currently being mailed out to clients.
· Ms. Giles indicated no concerning issues with Cook’s budget.

Public Health Updates – Dwain Butler (for Dr. William Grow) (See attachments)
· Mr. Butler provided a COVID-19 update by informing the Board there is another surge.
· Cook began the week of Christmas with 13 active cases, which increased to 46 the following week for a total of 212 active cases.

· Currently, 237,146 individuals in the district have been vaccinated – 16,427 being Cook County residents.
· Mr. Butler discussed the need to amend the Cook County Board of Health’s bylaws to add an additional meeting in the third quarter of the year to address an audit finding.  Adding a meeting date in August would satisfy the requirement to meet once each quarter.  Mayor Duke made a motion to amend the Cook County Board of Health’s Bylaws to add a meeting in August.  The motion was seconded by Mrs. Robinson.  All were in favor and the motion passed.
· The next meeting will hopefully be held in-person.  Dr. Fausett indicated he would work with Mayor Duke and Ms. Bowles to find a larger meeting space to accommodate social distancing.
· Dr. Fausett asked the Board for a motion to make changes to the current officers.  Mayor Duke made a motion to maintain the current officers (Dr. Tom Fausett, Chairman; Ms. Shelva Keeley, Vice-Chairman and Mrs. Debra Robinson, Secretary).  The motion was seconded by Mr. Mitchell.  All were in favor and the motion passed.
· Mr. Butler announced the Georgia Public Health Association’s Annual Meeting and Conference scheduled for May 4-6, 2022 on Jekyll Island.  Ms. Bowles will send information out to the boards if anyone would like to attend.
Nurse Manager’s Report – Rebecca Allgood (Attachment)
· Ms. Allgood provided the health department’s update summarizing activities since the last meeting.
· The biggest focus has been on COVID testing and vaccination.  Moderna and Pfizer booster doses are available six months after the second dose.  Pediatric doses were approved October 29, 2021 for children five-twelve years old.  Thirteen Pfizer doses for that age group were administered.  The majority of appointments have been scheduled for booster doses.  Testing is available two days each week.  As of October 1, 2021 92 rapid tests were conducted with 16 confirmed positive.
· The 2021-2022 school flu initiative has been completed.  A total of 260 students and 86 staff were vaccinated.  Numbers decreased but Ms. Allgood was hopeful to see an increase the next flu season.
· School and daycare immunization audits have been completed.  Eight daycares and four schools were audited.  Staff have worked with providers to ensure 100% compliance with state requirements.
· The front doors remain closed for now as the number of COVID cases have surged.  Regular services continue to be available as a re COVID-related services.

Environmental Update –Danielle Hurst – (Attachments)
· Ms. Hurst reviewed environmental health’s 2021 yearly summary, noting an increase in all services for that year.  There has been a slight decrease with permitting facilities.  Two food service establishments were closed due to COVID-related issues.
· Ms. Hurst reviewed current activity and indicated the health department is on track collecting environmental health fees for the current fiscal year.
· The mosquito program has been restarted.  Traps are being set in preparation for mosquito season, which runs from March to November.


Announcements
· Mr. Butler announced someone would get with the Board regarding the April meeting format.

Adjournment
· There being no further business, Dr. Fausett adjourned the meeting at 12:25 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,


______________________________
Debra Robinson, Board Secretary
Beth Magsanay, Typist
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